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oung Reporters for the Environment (YRE): This is an international program
that encourages young people to investigate environmental issues, raise
awareness, and share their findings through media such as reports, photos, and
videos. It is a platform that helps young people become actively engaged in
environmental protection.

YRE-An INITIATIVE TO  CONSERVE NATURE

GAVIER LAKE - STORY OF CONSEVERTION
Wetlands, often misunderstood as wastelands, are some of the most vital and diverse ecosystems on
the planet. These unique environments, which include marshes, swamps, bogs, and fens, provide a
multitude of benefits to both the environment and human societies. GAVIER LAKE .- named Nirmala
wetland conservation project in memory of a lady who was an active member and educator of nature
club Surat, was once a shallow lake covered with scrubs all around, is now, a shelter for heaps of
migratory birds. The initiative of this wetland conservation of Gavier Lake was taken back in 2003
when the volunteers of Nature Club noticed bounty of birdlife in the lake. However, gradually the
locals started fishing and hunting birds and that is when Nature Club decided to protect and
conserve the Gavier Lake under a wetland conservation project and develop flora for aquatic birds
and animals. The lake was under the water and sewage board of the Government of Gujarat.

Back in history, Gavier Lake was once a degraded wetland.
However, the transformation of Gavier Lake is a testament
to dedicated ecological restoration. The Nature Club Surat,
a non-governmental organization, has played a pivotal role
in reviving the lake. It was through their relentless efforts
that the lake was restored. Over the years, local authorities
and environmentalists worked together to turn the area into
a biodiversity park. In doing so, they introduced a variety of
flora and fauna to the lake's ecosystem, which further
enhanced its attractiveness even as a tourist destination.
The recovered biodiversity has attracted tourists interested
in nature and wildlife, making it a popular spot for
environmental education and recreation.

Y

Click Here

https://youtu.be/GCor6oFCME0?feature=shared
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he Nature Club Surat, under the leadership of
environmentalist Mr Snehal Patel, The
President, has played a central role in
transforming Gavier Lake into a sanctuary.
Over two decades of dedicated efforts have
ensured an immaculate habitat that supports
not just migratory birds but also other wildlife.
Their work underscores the importance of
protecting these wetland ecosystems for both
biodiversity and tourism. He told that Aquatic
vegetation started growing in and around the
lake because of that, one could spot
innumerable aquatic birds and animals
existing happily. He stated that due to
expansion of Surat city limit once the lake was
under threat of disappearing, but timely act of
the club could reach the matter to the higher
authorities and could save the lake forever. He
also stressed that responsible visiting is key to
sustaining these migratory patterns. “Feeding
fried snacks is like giving them junk food. It can
make them overweight, unhealthy, and unable
to migrate successfully,” he says. Such
practices could lead to the decline of exotic
bird species, depriving future of Surat’s Gavier
Lake and stands as a beacon of ecological
balance, highlighting the harmony between
migratory birds and their environment.

Volunteers of Nature Club Surat visit the lake
each Sunday to plant trees and water them.A full
time security guard is employed to prevent the
fencing being robbed and to keep the angler and
bird trappers out. Now there are more than
3,000 trees and each year the number increases.
Gando Baval is pruned accordingly so that the
green cover is maintained.

Conserving Gavier Lake has resulted in attracting
a lot of birds and animals to that location. As a
result, for wildlife enthusiasts and nature lovers,
it offers a unique opportunity to witness the
beauty of migration while learning about the
critical role of conservation. Besides this Gavier
lake holds significant cultural and ecological
importance for the local community. The lake
also acts as vital source of water for agriculture,
sustaining livelihoods and fostering agricultural
prosperity in the region.  Let us ensure that this
sanctuary remains a thriving habitat for years to
come.

T

This pristine lake currently hosts over 2,000
migratory birds, drawing visitors and bird
enthusiasts from across the country. Species
such as seagulls, Siberian cranes, greater
flamingos, black-winged stilts, and pintails flock
to the region, making it one of Gujarat's most
cherished birding destinations. These birds
travel thousands of kilometres from colder
regions like Siberia, Russia, Europe, Central Asia,
and even Africa to escape harsh winters. The
mild weather, availability of brackish water, and
rich wetlands around the lake provide them
with the perfect conditions for feeding and
nesting. Additionally, areas like the Tapi River
banks and Surat’s coastal zones enhance their
survival prospects, ensuring their annual return.

IIn conclusion, wetlands are some of the most
important and diverse ecosystems on the planet,
providing a multitude of benefits to both the
environment and human societies. However, these
ecosystems are facing unprecedented threats,
including habitat destruction, pollution, and
climate change. It is imperative that we take
immediate action to conserve and protect these
precious ecosystems, including protecting and
restoring habitats, reducing pollution, and
addressing the impacts of climate change. By
working together, we can ensure the long-term
health and sustainability of these critical
ecosystems.
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MANGROVES- AN OBSCURE COASTAL GUARDIAN
tudents from Shree Vasishtha Vidyalaya undertook an enlightening visit to the Mangrove
Restoration Project initiated by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) in Karanj village, Olpad, Surat. The
visit, guided by local leaders and L&T’s environmental experts, provided students with a
deeper understanding of the project’s significant impact on the environment and local
community.

Former sarpanch Babu Bhai played a key role in
facilitating the visit, providing physical guidance and
insights into the project’s impact on the village.
L&T’s environmental team, led by Ms. Mansi Shah,
granted permissions, and provided virtual guidance
to ensure the students comprehended the broader
goals of the initiative. Ms. Shah’s expertise shed light
on how the project aligns with L&T’s ambitious
sustainability: the Mangrove Restoration Project,
launched in 2001, spans 150 hectares, and reflects
L&T’s commitment to ecological restoration and
sustainable development. 

With an investment of ₹15 to ₹20 crore, the
project is part of L&T’s Blue Carbon initiative.
This initiative prioritizes preserving
ecosystems like mangroves that play a vital
role in carbon sequestration and climate
change mitigation.
Mangroves have historically provided natural
protection against coastal erosion and storm
surges while serving as critical habitats for
marine biodiversity. Over the years,
unchecked urbanization and industrial
activities led to significant degradation of
these ecosystems in Karanj. This loss resulted
in increased vulnerability to natural disasters
and declining fish stocks, affecting the
livelihoods of local fishermen. Recognizing
these challenges, L&T embarked on the
restoration project to revive the mangroves
and address the ecological and socio-
economic issues faced by the community.
In a groundbreaking initiative, the
restoration of 150 hectares of mangroves has
yielded transformative benefits for both the
environment and the local economy. The
Mangrove Restoration Project, part of L&T’s
Blue Carbon initiative, not only aims to
enhance biodiversity but also supports
community livelihoods and global climate
goals.

Mangroves are vital ecosystems known for their role
as nurseries for fish and other marine species. The
recent project has successfully rejuvenated these
habitats, resulting in a remarkable increase in fish
populations. Local fishermen have reported
improved catches, leading to a significant boost in
their incomes.

“Before the restoration, fishing was unpredictable
and often insufficient to sustain our families. Now,
the mangroves have brought back abundant
marine life,” shared Ramesh bhai, a local
fisherman. Moreover, the initiative has created
employment opportunities in both plantation and
maintenance activities, empowering many
villagers—particularly women—to contribute to
their household incomes. This economic
upliftment has fostered a sense of community
resilience and sustainability. The ecological
restoration has also equipped the local community
with enhanced protection against natural disasters.
The newly restored mangroves act as natural
barriers, significantly reducing the damage caused
by storms and floods. This newfound security has
provided villagers with peace of mind, minimizing
economic losses, and ensuring a safer environment
for families

S
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The Mangrove Restoration Project
plays a crucial role in L&T’s Blue
Carbon initiative, aligning with
international efforts to combat climate
change. Mangroves are recognized as
one of the most effective ecosystems
for carbon sequestration, capturing
and storing atmospheric carbon
dioxide at rates superior to terrestrial
forests. Ms. Mansi Shah highlighted
the project’s contribution to India’s
commitments under the Paris
Agreement and the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). With goals of achieving carbon
neutrality by 2040 and water neutrality
by 2035, L&T’s efforts exemplify
corporate responsibility in addressing
global environmental challenges. As
the restoration project continues to
flourish, it not only nurtures the local
ecosystem but also secures the
livelihoods of the community, creating
a model for sustainable development
that could inspire similar initiatives
worldwide.

The socio-economic landscape of Karanj has
undergone a remarkable transformation
following the implementation of the Mangrove
Restoration Project. Once plagued by economic
hardships, declining fish stocks, and
environmental challenges such as frequent
flooding, the village is now witnessing a
resurgence of hope and prosperity. Villagers
faced significant economic difficulties, with
limited income opportunities exacerbated by a
lack of awareness regarding environmental
conservation. The impact was felt deeply in the
community, as the depletion of fish resources
threatened livelihoods and food security. The
restoration initiative has revitalized Karanj's
local economy, leading to increased fish
production and job creation. Community
engagement has played a pivotal role in
ensuring the project's sustainability, with
awareness campaigns fostering a sense of
responsibility among villagers.


