
Chapter -2   

Digestion and the Role of Microbes  

New words -  

1.temporary  5. enamel   9.digestion  13. ringworm   

2. permanent   6.dentine  10.oesophagus  14. tuberculosis   

3.canines  7. blood vessels   11.protozoa  15.dysentery  

4. incisors  8.plaque  12.influenza  16.malaria  

Define the following –  

1) Temporary teeth- The first set of 20 teeth in a child is called temporary teeth. 

They are also called milk teeth.  

2) Permanent teeth – The new set of 32 teeth in an adult is called permanent teeth.  

3) Digestive system – The system of some organs that helps a body to digest the 

food is known as digestive system.  

4) Germs- Harmful microbes are called germs.  

5) Microscope – It is an instrument that is used to see microbes.   

III) Answer the following questions.  

Q1) What are the different types of teeth?  Ans. 

There are four different types of teeth-  

1) Incisors – cutting and biting teeth  

2) Canines – tearing teeth   

3) Premolars – crushing teeth 

4) Molars – grinding teeth  

  

Q2) Describe the structure of a tooth.  

Ans. A tooth has a crown and a root. The part of the tooth we can see is the crown 

whereas the root is the part inside the gums. The structure of tooth is as follows-  

      1) Enamel- The white part on the outside of a tooth is called the enamel.   

2) Dentine- The part below the enamel is dentine.  

3) Pulp- The part inside dentine is called pulp. It is very soft and full of nerves and blood 

vessels.  

 



Q3) Write any five ways in which we can protect our teeth.  

Ans. The ways in which we can protect our teeth are- 

1) Rinse your mouth well after meals.  

2) Brush your teeth at least twice a day.   

3) Avoid eating too many sweets, sugary snacks or soft drinks.  

4) Visit the dentist regularly for check-up.  

5) Eat food that is healthy for teeth and gums.   

 

Q4) What is digestion? Name any five parts of the digestive system.Ans. The process by 

which food is broken down into a simple form so that it can be easily absorbed by the body 

is called digestion.   

The main five parts of the digestive system are-  

1) Mouth  

2) Food pipe or oesophagus   

3) Stomach   

4) Liver  

5) Large intestine   

6) Small intestine 

 

Q5) What are microbes? Give any three uses of microbes.  

Ans. Small living things that can be seen only with the help of a microscope are called 

microbes. Uses of microbes are given below-  

1) To make  bread and bun   

2) To change milk into curd.   

3) To help in the digestion of food   

4) To help in the process of rotting of dead plants and animals.   

 

Q6) Name any four microbes and two diseases each of them causes.  

Ans. There are four types of microbes that causes diseases –  

1) Bacteria- typhoid, cholera, tuberculosis.  



2) Viruses- common cold,  influenza, polio  

3) Fungi- ringworm, athlete’s foot  

4) Protozoa- food poisoning, dysentery and malaria.  

  

Let’s Apply (pg no. 33)  

Q1) The doctor told Mariam that eating too many candies may harm her teeth. Do you 

think the doctor is right? Why?  

Ans: Yes, the doctor is right. Candies contain a lot of sugar, which helps germs grow in the 

mouth. These germs can damage teeth and cause cavities.  

  

2. Maya forgot a bowl of milk overnight on the windowsill. Next day, the milk had 

changed to curd. Why do you think this happened?  

Ans. This happened because milk contains bacteria. When milk is kept outside for a long 

time, these microbes grow and change the milk into curd.  
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