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| ™ Food chain

' . Classification of animals based on their eating

' habits — herbivores, carnivores, omnivores ang
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' . Different ways in which animals eat their fooq |
| - chewing the cud, gnawing food, tearing

I flesh, sucking food, swallowing food as whole,
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. Plants make their own food

™. Animals eat plants or other animals
as food

. Based on their food habits, animals
can be plant eaters, flesh eaters,
both plant and flesh eaters, insect
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| eaters and grain eaters
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lapping up liquids. :
. Eating habits of animals like elephant, frog,
leech, etc.

ANIMALS AND THEIR FOOD
Food is the basic need of all living things because it helps them to:

¢ grow
* move and perform other activities

* remain healthy
If living things do not get proper food, they will not grow up. They will fall sick and
may soon die.

We already know that plants make their own food. Animals cannot make their own
food. They depend on plants or other plant-eating animals for their food.
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fferent animals have differeny food habitg, According to the food they eat, animals

o different kinds of teeth and other body parts,

Sals are grouped according to the food they

h
Aot
erbiuores

Animals that eat only Plfiﬂts arc called herbivores. Fxamples are
Jeef, cow, goat, shccp, giraffe, Clcphant and horse,

cat,

Deer

Carnivores

Animals that eat the flesh of other animals are called
carnivores. Tigers, wolves, cats, snakes, lizards,
crocodiles and sharks are carnivores.

]

¥ Good to Know

« The polar bear is the largest carnivore living on land, whereas the pygmy
shrew is the smallest.

* Animals that hunt other animals are called predators animals that are
hunted are called prey. :

Omnivores _ ‘
Animals that eat both plants and the flesh of other animals are called omnivores.

Humans, bears, foxes and crows are omnivores.
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Bear eating fish Bear eating plants

Scavengers
Animals that eat the left-over bodies of animals that other animals have killed are
called scavengers. Hyenas, jackals, raccoons and vultures are examples.

Scavengers help to keep the environment clean by eating up the left-over bodies o
dead animals. They are therefore known as nature’s cleaners.
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Jackal

Raccoon Vulture

Food Chains
A deer eats grass. A lion eats deer. This makes a food chain. A food chain tells us

who eats what in nature.

Deer
A food chain

Do you think a lion would be
able to survive if there were no

plants? Why?

Critical Thini}

b s\ 7 L

ear | Mause
All food chains begin with plants. So, all animals depend on plants for food.
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HOW DO ANIMALS EAT?

lorent ani 3 ;
iffer mals have different ways of cating food
I ) $ . Ct 0o0d.

cut and Chew Food

. re

Hc,;.bwotz est [flimhf as cows, goats and camels have shar

p umnﬁ ¢ Strn ront to pluck and bite grass and ‘leavlcjs

They have strong, flat grinding teeth at the back t |

chew the grass and leaves. ; *
B

Grass-eating animals like cow a i
immediately .after biting it. The;1 g\fa?lagﬁf ?t I:x(r)itt:hc(l)lzr; clt‘xhw' %)
After some time, Fhey bring it back from the stomach izntnh%
mouth and chew it to a fine paste. This is called chewing the
Then they swallow the chewed food again. ;

Goat eating grass

Front teeth

Back teeth

cud.
Teeth of horse

Tear and Grind Food
Catnivores such as tigers, wolves and lions have sharp, pointed front t€
reeth help them to tear the flesh. They also have strong, grinding teeth

chew the fAesh and bones.

eth. These
at the back to

Pointed teeth

Grinding teeth o 3
nt and back teeth of a carnivore Front teeth of tiger

o carnivores. They have sharp and strong beaks
and moles.

Fro

are als

Birds like the 0wl and eagle
mall animals like £ats

and claws to catch and eat s

variety of Teeth

Omnivores Have @
ans and bears €at both

Omnivores such as hu®
plants and other animals. S0, they usually have 2

combination of cutting, teating and grinch'ng teeth.

Birds like sparrows, hens and pe
omnivores. They have sharp a0

Cutting teeth

Teeth of human e
«mfa“

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Swallow Food
Snakes do not chew their food at all! They swallow their food whole. They use the;
: t

teeth to grab and hold their prey, not for chewing, They use their powerful muscleg
to swallow and move the food down their throat and into their stomach.

Frogs and lizards do not have teeth. To catch an insect a frog
throws its sticky tongue out of its mouth and wraps it around

its prey. It then snaps back its tongue, pulling the insect into
its mouth.

Gnaw Food
Rabbits, squitrels and rats have two

pairs of very sharp, long front teeth.
They use these teeth to nibble hard

food like nuts and fruits. Repeated
nibbling is known as gnawing.

Sharp front
| = teeth of
arat

Sharp front teeth of a rat

Nibble: To take small bites of food

Suck Food
ck the blood of other animals. The mosquito has 2

Mosquitoes and leeches su
needle-like tongue to suck blood.

A butterfly uses its long tongue calle
proboscis is 2 long flexible tube. The butter
nectar in the same way as you drink a liquid using a straw.

d pmboscis to suck nectar from flowers. The
fly inserts it into a flower and drinks

Mosquitoes suck blood Butterfly sucks nectar
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ating Habits of Some Og}
Dogss cats and many other ,e ¥ Animals
ongue. To drink water or Al
and 1ap up the liquids, i

The elephant uses it
; § 1ts trunk for p
0 " .
also uses its tongue to suck W’ltelz-ldmg up food and pushing it into its mouth. It

als drink liauids wi
e zml; Ilqt.ncls with the help of their long
y cutl their tongue into the shape of a spoon

’

A cat laps up liquid with i
its
tongue An elephant uses its trunk to suck water

) IN BRIEF

Trunk: It is the proboscis of the elephant.
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i
we EXercises

A. Complete the sentences. .
1. Teatonly flesh. I1ama R INIVOAE.......
I have sharp cutting front teeth. I am a Hgﬁ,bﬂ/{)jle ......... :
I catch insects with the help of my sticky tongue. 1 2m 2 o lB2G . )
Iam a lion. I eat the....: o AT of other animals.
I chew the cud. I also give milk. Tam a h.p.h&iw’ti [ LSO

B. Choose the correct option.
1. Animals that eat both plants and flesh are called

Lol O

_Ln

a. herbivores anivores
C. carnivores d. scavengers
2. Animals that are hunted for food are called -
a. scavengers b. carnivores
_sprey d. predators
3. Anelephantisa
\aherbivore b. carnivore
C. omnivore d. scavenger

4. Which of the following is a scavenger?

a. Parrot b. Leech
c. Mouse \}Vulture
5. Which of these animals feed only on liquid food?
\ 3 Butterfly b. Snake
c. Chameleon d. Mouse
6. Which animals are called the nature’s cleaners?
a. Carnivores \yScavengcrs
c. Herbivores d. Omnivores
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, Fillinthe blanks.

{. Snakes use their teey)
h t
ot fOr s CJLQ-L;QJ,‘SI&O ........ ﬂ"i.[d) and "f)()/{df .......... food, and

llll N

Bears and ctows ar
VS are examples of ... AL A'V“ 000

Rabbits use their g}
sharp ..., e
The frog uses its -Snlik‘((ﬂ y OY)ZI (front/back) teeth to gnaw hard nuts.

VLWgMK.. to catch insects.

Hyenas and jackals a
. re Y ; )
dead animals. Sfmﬁmgw as they feed on left-over bodies of

6. A .P.m.ba.s.ui..s......,. s i
e long flexible tube in the mouth of a butterfly.

; write T for True statements or F for False statements

1. The eagle is a carnivorous bird

9. Snakes swallow their food whc;le ..... :]—T """""""""""
3. PUPP.ICS dﬂnl{ mﬂk by lappmg it up WIth their e, A .7' .................
4. Carnivores have sharp, flat front teeth, s o F ............
el food Bt eghut gl o e T .................
6. A butterfly gnaws its food with its proboscis. F .....

" Match the following.
1. Feed on nectar
2. Swallow food as whole e b, Butterfly

3 Suck blood of other animals d., c. Trunk
" 4. Variety of teeth O. d. Mosquito
5. Elephant C e. Frog

Theoretical'Questions

owing questions in brief.
two examples.

b a. Humans

. Answer the foll
1. What ate carnivores? Give

2. a) Whatis 2 food chain?
b) Why do a1l food chains begin with
3. What do you understand by the term
4 How does a mosquito 8¢t its food?
5. a) What kind of front teeth does 2 rat have?
b) How does it use these teeth? |
6. How are the eating habits of omnivores

plants?
hewing the cud’?

different from carnivores?
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B. The diagram shows the teeth of an animal.

1)c5c1~ibc the two l)’pCS of tecth the anima] has. What kind of food do you think l’.h(}
animal eats?

@ Shah{) Cmttl:'\g

@ sbaeng grdnd
bade teeth

_ﬂi Thinking Skills g2

1. Herbivores eat plants and carnivores eat herbivores. Suppose there were no
carnivores.

a) Would the number of herbivores increase or decrease? L n (heabe
b) Would the number of plants increase or decrease? de (heobe

2. The skeleton of an animal was found in a forest. The animal had cutting teeth,
tearing teeth and also grinding teeth. What kind of food did the animal eat?#esk,

3. Which of these is the correct food chain?

Carrot —» Tiger —» Rabbit ' Rabbit —» Tiger —» Carrot
@rrot —» Rabbit — Tigea - Tiger —» Rabbit — Carrot

aG
Jo,

L EARNING BEYOND CLASSROOM < “®
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1. Look at your teeth in the mirror. How many different shapes of teeth can you see? Eat a small
carrot in front of the mirror. See which teeth you use to bite and which ones to chew.
2. Find out the eating habits of pet animals.
Objective: Observing the eating habits of domestic animals.
Steps:
1. Talk to three people with different pets (include yourself if you have a pet). Get information about the
feeding habits of each pet.

2. Identify the group each animal belongs to.
Fill in the table.

Animal Food it eats Howit eats * Animalgroup
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