
Ch. – 7 The Red-Headed League 

WHILE READING  

2. Wilson was surprised to hear Holmes say that he had been to China because 

Holmes was right. Since they had never met before, Wilson could not 

understand how Holmes could know this about him.  

3. The advertisement was for red-headed men above the age of twenty-one to 

apply for a job vacancy at the Red-Headed League.  

4. The Red-Headed League was an organisation founded for the benefit of red-

headed men. It was set up by Mr Ezekiah Hopkins, who himself was a red-

headed man. 

5. Mr Wilson decided to take up the job because the payment was good and the 

work seemed light. 

6. Wilson came to Sherlock Holmes because that morning, when he had gone to 

the office of the Red-Headed League, he had seen a notice saying that it had 

been dissolved. No further information about it was given, and even the 

landlord of the place did not know anyone named Mr Ross. To solve this 

mystery, he came to Sherlock Holmes, who was a famous detective. 

8. They were all waiting in the vault to see what would happen there because 

Holmes felt there would be a robbery there that night. 

POST READING 

A. Sherlock Holmes arrived at the solution to the mystery through careful 

observation and reasoning. He doubted Mr Wilson's assistant, Vincent 

Spaulding, when he heard he was willing to work for a low salary. When he saw 

that a bank was right behind Mr Wilson's shop, and that the knees of 

Spaulding's trousers were dirty, he suspected Spaulding to be digging a tunnel. 

He also understood that the closing of the Red-Headed League meant that the 

robbery would happen very soon, and so he was ready to catch the thieves that 

night. This is how he solved the mystery. 

B.  Yes, Holmes is good at his profession as a detective, because he is able to 

solve mysteries and catch criminals through careful observation and good 

reasoning.  



C. Among the characters, Mr Jabez Wilson and Mr Merryweather are and would 

have been victims of the crime planned by John Clay. 

Value based 

Q.1. What values do we learn from Sherlock Holmes in this story? 

Answer: Sherlock Holmes teaches us the value of sharp observation, logical 

thinking, and patience. He does not jump to conclusions but carefully studies 

every detail. This shows us that using our minds wisely and staying calm under 

pressure can help us solve problems. He also believes in justice and works hard 

to stop criminals, which teaches us to stand up for what is right. 

Q 2 What does the story teach us about cleverness and its use for good or bad 

purposes? 

Answer: Both Holmes and the criminals are clever, but they use their 

intelligence in different ways. Holmes uses his mind to stop crime, while the 

criminals use theirs to commit it. This shows us that intelligence is a gift, but it 

must be used for good. Using our talents to help others is the right path, while 

using them to cheat or harm others leads to trouble. 

Chapter – 6 The  Aim  was Song 

POST READING 

 A. Initially, the wind blew naturally and loudly. Man thought it blew too hard 

because the aim of the wind was to produce song. 

B. 1. a long amount of time 

C. 1. b.    to emphasise the way in which the man blew 

2. It was important to let the wind out by measure, that is, slowly, so that it 

would produce song. 

D. : Yes, this is an origin myth. The poem is about the origin of song and music. 

E. 1. b. Humans and nature co-exist harmoniously.  

2. In the poem, man did not trap the wind or force it to blow in a certain way. 

He talked to the wind and showed it how it was meant to blow to produce song, 

and the wind understood. The lines 'he came to tell it what was wrong' and 'the 

wind could see' support this. This shows that they were coexisting peacefully.  



F. The poem begins with “the wind once blew itself untaught… in any rough 

place where it caught”, which shows that in the beginning things were wild and 

without control. Then it says “Man came to tell it what was wrong…it blew too 

hard…the aim was song”. This means that man understood that to make life 

beautiful, some control and directions were needed. Finally, when man learned 

that song can be made “By measure. It was word and note…”, it shows that 

human beings moved from a wild state to a cultured and civilized society 

through learning, discipline and creativity. 

Value based 

Q.1 What does the poem teach us about self-control and discipline? 

Answer: The poem teaches us that with guidance and practice, even wild forces 

like the wind can be taught to behave calmly and express themselves in a 

controlled way. This reflects the importance of self-control and discipline in our 

lives. If we learn to manage our emotions and actions, we can turn our energy 

into something productive. Discipline doesn’t mean we lose our strength-it 

means we learn how to use it wisely. 

Q.2 How can the idea of transforming the wild into song apply to our own lives 

and emotions? 

Answer: Just like the wind, we all have strong emotions like anger, excitement 

or fear. These feelings can sometimes feel wild and out of control but if we learn 

to handle them through calm thinking, kindness or creative activities like music, 

art, singing or dancing- we can turn those negative emotions into positive. 

Instead of hurting others or ourselves, we can express our feeling in a healthy 

and meaningful way. 

Word meaning and Synonyms 

 Ch.- 6 The Aim was song 

1. Word: Untaught 

Meaning: Not taught; natural 

Synonyms: Untrained, Natural, Instinctive 

2. Rough 

Meaning: Uneven or not smooth 



Synonym: Harsh, Rugged, Coarse 

3. Measure 

Meaning: A fixed rhythm or pattern 

Synonym: Rhythm, Beat, Tempo 

4. Converted 

Meaning: Changed into something else 

Synonym: Transformed, Changed, Turned 

5. Note 

Meaning: A single musical sound 

Synonym: Tone, Sound, Pitch 

Word -Meaning, and Synonyms  

Ch- 7. The Red Headed League 

1. Word: Pawnbroker 

Meaning: A person who lends money in exchange for valuable items kept as 

security 

Synonym: Moneylender, Broker, Lender 

2. Basement 

Meaning: A room or floor below the ground level of a building 

Synonym: Cellar, Underground room, Lower level 

3. Insistent 

Meaning: Refusing to give up; demanding something firmly 

Synonym: Persistent, Determined, Forceful 

4. Considerate 

Meaning: Thoughtful and caring about others' feelings 

Synonym: Kind, Thoughtful, Caring 

5. Advertisement 



Meaning: A public notice to promote or announce something 

Synonym: Notice, Announcement, Promotion 

 

 


